
 
RCS Guest Speakers  

Tuesday 23rd July   |   8:15am-1:30pm including lunch 

 

Kicking off the morning is Churchill Fellow and Australian of the Year finalist Waverley 

Stanley, with 'My Story, Our Purpose'. Waverley will talk about his journey, from growing 

up in a small country town, to the opportunity and experience of receiving a scholarship 

for an exclusive private school, and how this kick-started his vision to pay it forward. His 

presentation is about purpose, leadership, personal and professional growth. 

 

After morning tea, ecopyscologist and natural philosopher John Thompson presents 

'Beyond Agriculture: Systems Thinking for Health, Change and Productivity'. Systems 

Thinking is driving transformational change in agriculture, health, community 

and business; so much so that it is being described as the way forward for a sustainable 

and equitable future. In this presentation John will explain systems thinking and its 

utilisation for psychological health, co-creation and self-organising networks. 

 

  

 

Waverley Stanley 

Waverley has a dream to bring about 

generational change by creating pathways 

for opportunity and empowerment for 

indigenous youth. 'Yalari ' is a not for profit 

organisation and scholarship program that 

sends students from regional, rural and 

remote communities, to some of Australia's 

best private schools, so they can achieve 

positive outcomes for themselves and their 

families. Since establishing Yalari, 

Waverley's dedication and positive action 

towards indigenous youth has been 

rewarded by several acclamations such as 

his 2012 Churchill Fellowship. 

 

 

John Thompson 

During his years as a trauma recovery 

psychologist, and social change agent, 

John has travelled widely to learn from 

those who are working with self-

organising systems, indigenous peoples 

from various parts of the world and 

Western and Eastern wisdom traditions. 

His work involves assisting people to 

transition from mechanical hierarchical 

thinking to systems thinking and its 

application. This includes supporting the 

formation of self-organising networks 

and those who are utilising systems 

thinking in business and organisations. 

  

 

http://rcsaustralia.ontraport.net/c/s/sVr/rXDh/z/6tZ/U2I/6hMnfj/9zQg6lARj/P/P/ZY

